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2. Q§ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.2. 5-11.13-16 and 19 . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ AN bjQSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this nations 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional a| 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CF 

6. Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority 

in the first sentence of the specification or in an Applioatit 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. El CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) H including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. 1/16/04. 
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ALLOWANCE 
Reasons for Allowance 

1 . Claims 1 -2, 5-1 1 , 1 3-1 6 and 1 9 allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record fails to teach the invention as set forth by the Examiner in the Office action of 
2/4/03 and further fails to teach or suggest an underwater pelletizer having an extrusion 
die with a die face having a recess having a bottom surface and a generally cylindrical 
peripheral surface and further wherein a rigid insulation plug generally fills the die face 
central recess, the plug having an inner surface in contact with at least a portion of the 
recess bottom surface and having a generally cylindrical side wall surface in contact 
with at least a portion of the recess peripheral surface. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because a) in Figure 1 the crossed out "103" must 
be deleted; and b) the numbers and letters in each figure are not uniformly thick and 
well defined (see 37CFR1 .83(1)). A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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4. The drawings filed on 8/2/01 are acceptable subject to correction of the 
informalities indicated above. In order to avoid abandonment of this application, 
correction is required in reply to the Office action. The correction will not be held in 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Joseph S. Del Sole whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-1 130. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8 30 
A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Wanda Walker, can be reached at (571 ) 272-1 151. The official fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306 for both non-after finals and for after finals. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0661. 



abeyance. 
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